
Data Tools for Understanding 

Communities

Data Tools for Understanding
Communities is a University of Idaho
Extension project that helps teach
University of Idaho Extension Educators to
become the data experts in their counties.

The project offers a variety of resources
including: downloadable county brochures
for each Idaho county; a sample
PowerPoint presentation that can be used
to communicate local trends; and resources
for understanding local data and locating
additional sources of data. All project
materials, which are aimed at people who
are not data-savvy, can be found at the
Community Data Tools Web site:
http://extension.ag.uidaho.edu/communit
ydevelopment/datatools/.

Sources of data of potential interest to
citizens of Idaho counties and towns (and
people in other states) are listed in this
publication’s Indicator Availability Table
as part of Data Tools for Understanding
Communities.  

The table’s purpose is to provide a quick
reference for locating data sources and their
Web site URLs. It makes locating reliable,
local data a quick and uncomplicated
process. If you are reading this online,
simply click on the link, or cut and paste
the URL into your browser window.

The table alerts users when to expect new
data releases from major sources, thus
helping you know if you have the most
current information. It also informs users
about which indicators offer information
at a city/town level. When used with other
Data Tools for Understanding
Communities resources, the Indicator

Availability Table helps users know when
to update county brochures, PowerPoints,
or any other presentations.  

While the data tools project was originally
for UI Extension Educators, the information
has proved to be relevant to a much wider
audience, both inside and outside Idaho.
This project is of particular interest to
elected officials, business leaders,
nonprofits, grant writers, students, and
anyone else wanting to know more about
any Idaho community’s conditions and
trends.  

The data tools project is based on
indicators reported on the Northwest Area
Foundation’s Indicators Web site at
http://www.indicators.nwaf.org/.

Funding for this project came from a
University of Idaho Extension Community
Development Grant. 
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Northwest

Area 

Foundation

(NWAF) 

indicator

category

NWAF 

Indicator

name

Original county data

(Federal/Idaho

sources)

County data

availability/

When 

updated

Website or contact information for 

accessing original data source

Years 

available on

NWAF 

website as of

Sept. 1, 2008

Data available

from original

source for

cities and

towns?

Population U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing and 
Population Estimates
Program

Annually/
Spring

http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/ 1970, 1980,
1990, 2000-
2007

Yes

Migration
and 
natural
change

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing and 
Population Estimates
Program

Annually/
Spring

http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/ 2000-2007 Yes, but only
from decennial
census (once
every decade)

Hispanic
origin

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing and 
Population Estimates
Program

Annually/
Summer

http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/ 1980, 1990,
2000, 2002-
2006

Yes, but only
from decennial
census (once
every decade)

Hispanic
origin, by
age

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/Every
decade (1990,
2000, etc)

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 1990, 2000 Yes

Race U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing and 
Population Estimates
Program

Annually/
Summer

http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/ 1980, 1990,
2000, 2002-
2006

Yes, but only
from decennial
census (once
every decade)

Race, by
age

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/Every
decade

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 1990, 2000 Yes

Table 1. Indicator Availability Table. Resources will help anyone find the most current federal and state data available for states, counties, and towns.
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Note: All data are available at the Northwest Area Foundation’s Indicators Web site: http://www.indicators.nwaf.org.

http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/
http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/
http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/
http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/
http://factfinder.census.gov
http://factfinder.census.gov
http://www.indicators.nwaf.org/
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Northwest

Area 

Foundation

(NWAF) 

indicator

category

NWAF 

Indicator

name

Original county data

(Federal/Idaho

sources)

County data

availability/

When 

updated

Website or contact information for 

accessing original data source

Years 

available on

NWAF 

website as of

Sept. 1, 2008

Data available

from original

source for

cities and

towns?

Age U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing and
Population Estimates
Program

Annually/
Summer

http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/ 1980, 1990,
2000, 2002-
2007

Yes, but only
from decennial
census (once
every decade)

Median
age

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing and
Population Estimates
Program

Annually/
Summer

http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/ 1980, 1990,
2000, 2002-
2007

Yes, but only
from decennial
census (once
every decade)

Median
age, by
race and
Hispanic
origin

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/every
decade

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 2000 Yes

Poverty
rate, 
overall

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing and
Small Area Income
and Poverty 
Estimates

Annually/
November

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/
index.html

1979, 1989,
1999-2005

Yes, but only
from decennial
census (once
every decade)

Poverty
rate, by
age

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing and
Small Area Income
and Poverty 
Estimates

Annually/
November

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/
index.html

Child rate:
1979, 1989,
1999-2005;
Elderly rate:
1979, 1989,
1999

Yes, but only
from decennial
census (once
every decade)

Table 1. Indicator Availability Table. Resources will help anyone find the most current federal and state data available for states, counties, and towns.
(continued)
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Note: All data are available at the Northwest Area Foundation’s Indicators Web site: http://www.indicators.nwaf.org.

http://www.indicators.nwaf.org/
http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/
http://www.census.gov/popest/counties/
http://factfinder.census.gov
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/index.html
http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/index.html
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Northwest

Area 

Foundation

(NWAF) 

indicator

category

NWAF 

Indicator

name

Original county data

(Federal/Idaho

sources)

County data

availability/

When 

updated

Website or contact information for 

accessing original data source

Years 

available on

NWAF 

website as of

Sept. 1, 2008

Data available

from original

source for

cities and

towns?

Income
less than
200%
poverty
level

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/
Every decade

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 1989, 1999 Yes

Median
household
income

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing and
Small Area Income
and Poverty 
Estimates

Annually/
November

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/
index.html

1979, 1989,
1999-2005

Yes, but only
from decennial
census (once
every decade)

Per capita
income

U.S. Bureau of 
Economic Analysis,
Regional Economic
Data, Local Area 
Personal Income

Annually/May http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/ 1969-2006 No

Personal
income by
source

U.S. Bureau of 
Economic Analysis,
Regional Economic
Data, Local Area 
Personal Income

Annually/May http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/ 1969-2006 No

Reduced
price
school
lunch 
program

National Center for
Education Statistics,
Public Elementary/
Secondary School
Universe Survey Data

Annually/
Varies

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/pubschuniv.asp 1990-2000 to
2005-2006

School 
districts

Table 1. Indicator Availability Table. Resources will help anyone find the most current federal and state data available for states, counties, and towns.
(continued)
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Note: All data are available at the Northwest Area Foundation’s Indicators Web site: http://www.indicators.nwaf.org.

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/saipe/index.html
http://factfinder.census.gov
http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/
http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/pubschuniv.asp
http://www.indicators.nwaf.org/
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Northwest

Area 

Foundation

(NWAF) 

indicator

category

NWAF 

Indicator

name

Original county data

(Federal/Idaho

sources)

County data

availability/

When 

updated

Website or contact information for 

accessing original data source

Years 

available on

NWAF 

website as of

Sept. 1, 2008

Data available

from original

source for

cities and

towns?

Unem-
ployment
rate

U.S. Bureau of Labor
Statistics, Local Area
Unemployment 
Statistics Program

Monthly/
Mid-month

http://stats.bls.gov/lau/home.htm Annual rate:
1991-2007;
Monthly rate:
up to 2
months prior

No

Number of
jobs

U.S. Bureau of 
Economic Analysis,
Regional Economic
Data, Local Area 
Personal Income

Annually/May http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/ 1969-2006 No

Wage per
job

U.S. Bureau of 
Economic Analysis,
Regional Economic
Data, Local Area 
Personal Income

Annually/
January

http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/ 1969-2006 No

Employ-
ment by
industry

U.S. Bureau of 
Economic Analysis,
Regional Economic
Data, Local Area 
Personal Income

Annually/May http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/ SIC: 1969-
2000; NAICS:
2001-2006

No

Self-em-
ployment
rate

U.S. Bureau of 
Economic Analysis,
Regional Economic
Data, Local Area 
Personal Income

Annually/May http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/ 1969-2006 No

Labor force
participa-
tion rate

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/Every
decade

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 1980, 1990,
2000

Yes

Table 1. Indicator Availability Table. Resources will help anyone find the most current federal and state data available for states, counties, and towns.
(continued)
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Note: All data are available at the Northwest Area Foundation’s Indicators Web site: http://www.indicators.nwaf.org.

http://stats.bls.gov/lau/home.htm
http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/
http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/
http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/
http://www.bea.gov/bea/regional/reis/
http://factfinder.census.gov
http://www.indicators.nwaf.org/
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Northwest

Area 

Foundation

(NWAF) 

indicator

category

NWAF 

Indicator

name

Original county data

(Federal/Idaho

sources)

County data

availability/

When 

updated

Website or contact information for 

accessing original data source

Years 

available on

NWAF 

website as of

Sept. 1, 2008

Data available

from original

source for

cities and

towns?

Total
housing
units

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing and
Population Estimates
Program

Annually/
Summer

http://www.census.gov/popest/housing/ 1980, 1990,
2000, 2007

Yes, but only
from decennial
census (once
every decade)

Value of
owner-
occupied
housing

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/Every
decade

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 1980, 1990,
2000

Yes

Housing
types

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/Every
decade

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 1990, 2000 Yes

Occupants
per room

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/Every
decade

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 1980, 1990,
2000

Yes

Household
type

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/Every
decade

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 1980, 1990,
2000

Yes

Teen birth
rate

Idaho Department of
Health and Welfare 

Annually/
February or
March

http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/
portal/alias__Rainbow/lang__en-
US/tabID__3457/DesktopDefault.aspx

1998-2006 No

Teens un-
employed
and not in
school

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/Every
decade

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 1980, 1990,
2000

Yes

Table 1. Indicator Availability Table. Resources will help anyone find the most current federal and state data available for states, counties, and towns.
(continued)
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Note: All data are available at the Northwest Area Foundation’s Indicators Web site: http://www.indicators.nwaf.org.

http://www.census.gov/popest/housing/
http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://www.indicators.nwaf.org/
http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/portal/alias__Rainbow/lang__en-US/tabID__3457/DesktopDefault.aspx
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Northwest

Area 

Foundation

(NWAF) 

indicator

category

NWAF 

Indicator

name

Original county data

(Federal/Idaho

sources)

County data

availability/

When 

updated

Website or contact information for 

accessing original data source

Years 

available on

NWAF 

website as of

Sept. 1, 2008

Data available

from original

source for

cities and

towns?

Educa-
tional 
attainment

U.S. Census Bureau,
Census of Population
and Housing  

Decennial
census/Every
decade

http://factfinder.census.gov/ 1980, 1990,
2000

Yes

High
school
dropout
rate

National Center for
Education Statistics,
Local Education
Agency (School 
District) Universe 
Survey Dropout and
Completion Data

Annually/
Varies

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/drpagency.asp 1997-1998 to
2004-2005

School 
districts

Student-
teacher
ratio

National Center for
Education Statistics,
Public Elementary/
Secondary School
Universe Survey Data

Annually/
Varies

http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/pubschuniv.asp 1997-1998 to
2005-2006

School 
districts

Late or no
prenatal
care

Idaho Department of
Health and Welfare

Annually/
February or
March

http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/
portal/alias__Rainbow/lang__en-US/
tabID__3457/DesktopDefault.aspx

1998-2006 No

Low birth
weight 
babies

Idaho Department of
Health and Welfare 

Annually/
February or
March

http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/
portal/alias__Rainbow/lang__en-US/
tabID__3457/DesktopDefault.aspx

1997-2006 No

Infant 
mortality

Idaho Department of
Health and Welfare 

Annually/
February or
March

http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/
portal/alias__Rainbow/lang__en-US
/tabID__3457/DesktopDefault.aspx

1997-2006 No

Table 1. Indicator Availability Table. Resources will help anyone find the most current federal and state data available for states, counties, and towns.
(continued)
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Note: All data are available at the Northwest Area Foundation’s Indicators Web site: http://www.indicators.nwaf.org.

http://factfinder.census.gov/
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/drpagency.asp
http://nces.ed.gov/ccd/pubschuniv.asp
http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/portal/alias__Rainbow/lang__en-US/tabID__3457/DesktopDefault.aspx
http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/portal/alias__Rainbow/lang__en-US/tabID__3457/DesktopDefault.aspx
http://www.healthandwelfare.idaho.gov/portal/alias__Rainbow/lang__en-US/tabID__3457/DesktopDefault.aspx
http://www.indicators.nwaf.org/
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Northwest

Area 

Foundation

(NWAF) 

indicator

category

NWAF 

Indicator

name

Original county data

(Federal/Idaho

sources)

County data

availability/

When 

updated

Website or contact information for 

accessing original data source

Years 

available on

NWAF 

website as of

Sept. 1, 2008

Data available

from original

source for

cities and

towns?

Number of
physicians

American Medical 
Association

Annually/
February  

The data for this indicator are from a
printed publication: “Physician 
Characteristics and Distribution in the
U.S.”

1996-2006 No

Health 
insurance
coverage

U.S. Census Bureau,
Small Area Health 
Insurance Estimates

Annually/ 
November

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/sahie/
index.html

2000 No

Juvenile
arrests

Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Uniform
Crime Reports

Annually/
Varies

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm 1990-2006 Yes, for 
individual law
enforcement
agencies

Violent
crimes 
reported

Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Uniform
Crime Reports

Annually/
Varies

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm 1990-2006 Yes, for 
individual law
enforcement
agencies

Total
crimes 
reported

Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Uniform
Crime Reports

Annually/
Varies

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm 1990-2006 Yes, for
individual law
enforcement
agencies

Number of
police 
officers

Federal Bureau of 
Investigation, Uniform
Crime Reports

Annually/
Varies

http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm 1990-2006 Yes, for 
individual law
enforcement
agencies

Table 1. Indicator Availability Table. Resources will help anyone find the most current federal and state data available for states, counties, and towns.
(continued)

H
e
a
lt

h

(c
o

n
ti
n
u

e
d

)

C
ri

m
e
 a

n
d

 S
a
fe

ty

Note: All data are available at the Northwest Area Foundation’s Indicators Web site: http://www.indicators.nwaf.org.

http://www.census.gov/hhes/www/sahie/index.html
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm
http://www.fbi.gov/ucr/ucr.htm
http://www.indicators.nwaf.org/
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Northwest

Area 

Foundation

(NWAF) 

indicator

category

NWAF 

Indicator

name

Original county data

(Federal/Idaho

sources)

County data

availability/

When 

updated

Website or contact information for 

accessing original data source

Years 

available on

NWAF 

website as of

Sept. 1, 2008

Data available

from original

source for

cities and

towns?

Consoli-
dated 
federal
funds

Southern Rural 
Development 
Initiative, Federal
Funds Analysis 
Program

Periodically/
Every 2-4
years

http://www.srdi.org/align_funds/fedfund_
db.php

2001-2003 No

Metro-
nonmetro

U.S. Department of
Agriculture
(U.S.D.A.), Economic
Research Service

Periodically/
Every 2-4
years

http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/
Rurality/RuralUrbCon/,
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data/
urbaninfluencecodes/, and
http://www.census.gov/population/
www/estimates/metrodef.html

2003, 2006 No

County
economic
base
codes

U.S.D.A., Economic 
Research Service

Periodically/
Every 2-4
years

http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/
Rurality/Typology/

2004 No

County
policy type
codes

U.S.D.A., Economic 
Research Service

Periodically/
Every 2-4
years

http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/
Rurality/Typology/

2004 No

Creative
class
codes

U.S.D.A., Economic 
Research Service

Decennial
census/  
Every decade

http://www.ers.usda.gov/Data/
CreativeClassCodes/

2000 No

Table 1. Indicator Availability Table. Resources will help anyone find the most current federal and state data available for states, counties, and towns.
(continued)
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Note: All Web addresses were current at the time of publishing (September 2008). However, they are subject to change.

Note: All data are available at the Northwest Area Foundation’s Indicators Web site: http://www.indicators.nwaf.org.

http://www.srdi.org/align_funds/fedfund_db.php
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/Rurality/RuralUrbCon/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/data/urbaninfluencecodes/
http://www.census.gov/population/www/metroareas/metrodef.html
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/Rurality/Typology/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Briefing/Rurality/Typology/
http://www.ers.usda.gov/Data/CreativeClassCodes/
http://www.indicators.nwaf.org/
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